Phosphorus: The key to life on Earth as we know it?
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TAKE-HOME: Phosphorus concentrations in shallow waters increased around 800 million years ago,
coincident with a significant spike in oxygen content of the oceans and atmosphere. This timing suggests
phosphorus scarcity and then relative abundance may also explain the long-delayed oxygenation of Earth’s
surface. It was following this rise in atmospheric oxygen that the abundance of complex life such as algae
in the oceans increased for the first time—followed not long after by the evolution and appearance of
more advanced animals.
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